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BULGARTIA

During the period July to October, the Bulgarian ORT was faced with
the following major tasks :

3 ¥ Arrangements in connection with the end of the school year
IT Holiday arrangements for ORT trainees

ITI Preparation of the new school year

Iv Recruitment of new pupils

I. End of the School Year

W e —

8 Vocafidnal Courses for Adults
Asg early'as June, some of the vocational courses for adults came

to an end. In Fofla, 232 pupils terminated their training and 73 interrupted

i g

t for holidays.
The following trainees have graduated :

Electro technies 18 graduates (5 did not pass)
Jachine shop 16 i

Radio technics 14 i (2 o ‘1 )
Hotor winding 24 i (4 » w "oy
Dressmaking 48 t (2 o m ")
Tool manufacturing 13 T

Electric transmission 33

lines -~

In addition, another group who prepared their emigration to Israel
concluded their training in evening courses for machine locksmithing (22
araduates).

In Plovdiv, the following training workshops existed until the end
of the reporting period ; 2 dressmaking workshops for women and girls with
95> pupils and final examinations in November, and a six-month training work-
shop for metal work with 43 young and adult pupils.

b, Secondary School for Machine Shop Work and Electro Technics in Sofia

The most characteristic feature of the month of Ootober was the
pressure for emigration to Israel amongst 3ulgarian Jewry. Until ‘the end of
the period under report, some 4000 persons of all age groups have emigrated,
and this number will have been increased by the end of November. Obviously,
this emigration is bound to have repercussions on the number of our pupils.
Until now we have lost 60 trainees. This loss is balanced by the great afflux
of candidates which we have not been able to admit at the beginning of the
school year ; accordingly, the enrolment figures in our school have go far
not been influenced by this trend.

87 out of last year's 107 pupils passed their term examinations, the
remaining 20 failed. A subsequent examination reduced the number of failments
to 15. At the end of the school year, a coneluding ceremony was held in the
course of which the best pupils were awarced prices. Anart from former
and present pupils and their parents, the following guests were officially
present : The entire ORT managment under the leadership of President Pardoff
and Vice-President Arié ; Mr. Grinberg, Advisor to the Ministerial Council,
ORT collaborators T.agenstein, Haravanoff, Aruetti, and others, MMr. 3aruch,
President of the Jewish Community; representatives of the Ministry of




Industry and Trades, of the Jewish Consistory, the JTewish co-operative
societies , the reprcsentative of tke ,/J4DC, _r. Levy and _rs. Levy,

as vell as renrosentatives of other trade sconools in fofia and of the Jewish
Primary “chool.

G Qg}ldrentgiﬁn;ﬁﬁppu

Trainin; ia children's wor'zsnops eided soniewz.0t carlicr with the
bexinning vacations in Jewish primary scihools.

In Sofia , 413 children concluded thelr training in the 5 types
of children's vroriisuons, notobly 11°% i the 7 trzininz uaits for seving
and embroidery (2¢ other pupils failed in their rinal exawinations), 83
in 5 units for cardboard work (6 did not pass), 25 in the 2 locismithing
units (6 failed), 11 in the radio training workshop (1 did not pass), 10L
in the 7 joinery proups (38 failed).

In Plovdiv, training cam2 to an é¢nd 1ia 3 children's workshops for
sewin,z and embroidery with a total of T4 _:iraduates and in 3 children's
vrorkshops for wood work with 3. gradustes. 10 pupils were unable to pass
the examination, =~

It has already been said on former occasions, traineccs ia children's
worlkshops chosc their branch according to tacir interests and wishes.In the
course of last school yeer, they werc provided witih the necessary knowledse
to pursue their studies in a more advanced course in the couidn,: year. The
16 best graduates recceived special certificates by virtue of which they can
enter the OR? Secondary Trade School without passing entraace examinations,
and ere siven preferenticzl treatment ia other wayvs (scholorships, etc.)
Those of the .raduates who emigrate to Israel have acquired skills in our

children's workshops which will facilitats their incorporation into practical

vior'c in FPalestine.

IT, Vacation Period

The President of the 3ulgerian 0R%, ilr, Pardoff, was kind enough to
place a villa near ‘ofia at OR""'s disposal for its vacation activities on
behalf of the treinees. ATDC and various 3ulgoerian orgzanizations lent their
help by providing 5 tents and the furniture. In this well-equipped camp,
2 groups of 50 OR™ troinees each were given the opportunity to pass a moanth
>f their holidays out of tovm. '*7)C and UJAC supnlied food in addition to
normal rations , thus helping the pupils to H zood meals a day. Several
excur51ons into the mountains were undertagen and enthusiastically welcomed

by al

IIT. Preporation of the Gchool 3uildin,, for the Wew School Yesar

The foruer school vear had hardly comne to an eﬂd when preparations
yiere started for newr class-rooms and worksnops to hccomodaﬁe 2ll candidates
for the 4 first .;roade sections. Additional constrcution wor:i provided 3
class~rooms and 2 viorkshops for casting cad forging,

Since labour is momentarily scarce and siunce the worii had to be done
with all nossible speed, .RT pupils volunteered to participate and advance
construction york. “hey lent a hand in ground work, sorting of building
materials aad preparation of teaching accessories, as well as in the equip-
Ping of thc yor'isnops and other tesks, 200 trainees took part in this work,
: 1lye, all those vho were not busy otherwisc. Arrangeuents were wade for the
. Most eager of these voluntary workers to spend some time in the vacation
:eolony. 't vresent our buildin;z activities are ~ettiny much help from the
;%municipal building adwinistration, so that CAT school might have the neces-
. Sary premises ready at the berinningz of the new scuool year.

T T S —

o
—




- 111 -

Another voluntary activity on the part of the pupils was the menufecture of
posters and models for teaching which was done under the supervision of
instructors Mschakaroff, Zristoff and others. The construction work was
supervised by a special comuittee of the Bulaarien ORT consisting of Liessrs.
ortlnberg, Tagenstein, Levy and Seliktar. Assistant director “idi is super—
vising the work on behalf of the school,

'ach has been done to perfect the equipment of our training workshops

and classrooms, thanks to a recent shipment of 4 lathes of modern construction,

numerous measuring apparates and other tools.

I7. Necruitment of *lew Candidates and SBeginning of the Second School Year
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iven before the holidays, the 3ulgarian ORT undertook a vast pro-
paganda drive for the recrultment of new pupils. Interested parties were
allowed to assist at special demonstration lessons, and each prospective
pupil or his parents were allowed to spend a day in a workshop or class-
room, to see how ORT is training its pupils.

T+ should be mentioned, that there has latterly been a tendency on

1t of our pupils and graduates to emigrate to Israel, Vie hope to give

precise information on this question in our next report.

As has already been stated, 92 pupils of the ORT College in Sofis
have passed their tern exaninations and were promoted to a superior grade.
Accordingly, the second school year bezins with 3 grades of 30-32 pupils
each., Admission exals for beginners brought in 103 new pupils in the 4
sections of the first-grade. Amdhg the newly admitted pupils are 6 zirls.
There are sections for cleotrotechnics, locksmithing, heat treatment of
metals (casting and forging), and machine tool work, 36 new pupils were
sdrnitted to evening classes and 31 to the two-year training in tool manu-
facture,

Tn sddition, new recruitment for evening classes for adults is in
progress for the following vocations s Llectrotechnics, wireless, motor
winding, machine tool work, sewing, carpet weaving, etc. Enrolment has al~
ready reached a good figure, and training will begin when a sufficient num-
ber of students has been admitted.

As g result of negotiations carried on with the l.inistries of
Le.cation and Labour, the following two units have been set up with our
Sofia school :

1) A technical school with evening classes for 30 students and 26 hours

of instruction per week, and

2) A two-year school for graduates of secondary gchools with 30 students
"and 33 hours of instruction per week., This school will turn out so-called
"eraduate technicians'. '

‘Both institutions are subsidized by the above-~mentioned MMinistries with

‘1 million Leva a year. Work began on September 15, 1948.

E The children's workshops will be opened in two or three weeks only,
i since they depend on the schqol to which they are attached, who must first
lascertain the interests and talents of the pupils.

Remarkable Initiatives of the Sofia ORT School

%) The ORT School's Technical Office

3 ﬁﬁbngsfﬂfhé-most interesting events of this period was the collaborat-
Qﬁn between the ORT school, and the Jewlsh ooﬂoDeratives(for optics, metal
??rk, tailoring, wood work, etc. )which are organized and supported by the
AIDC Constructive Comuittee. In accordance with Ir. Griinberg, director of
Ris committee, a technical office was set up in the ORT school to provide

I
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technical assistance for the Jewish Co-operatives at a moment!s notice. The
approximately 30 Tewish Co-operatives have welcomed this step with oreat
satlsfactlon, since none of them has the necessary experts ; they are heading
for a orisis every time that some technical problem like rationalization,
increase of output, introduction of new jobs, etc, calls for expert advice.
The technical office has already been given nuuerous tasks., For instance,

the Jewish Co-operative for metal work “Oswoboschdenie! placed orders for
machine drawings for the nodernization of their old machine tools, Iven
Governnent enterprises turn to this office for help, as happened in the case
of the (tovermment-owned factory '3aterie' which ordered some drawingzs for
thelr production., These and wany other jobs have already been carried out,
and the results are highly appreciated. The office has also done considerable
work for the organization of technical training by correspondence in
3ulzaria, on an order by the liinistry of Industry and Trade. In this cffice,
3 of the best ORD Araduates, Messrs. Aladschen, Bszkenazy and iego g are

at work, with the assistance of the ORT instructors Kristoff and Hara 3

the work is supervised by the school director Engineer R. Goldstein.

2) Preparation of Syllabi for the New School Year.

The introduction of modern teaching methods in the Sofiz ORT school
forced the ORT aduinistration and management of the school to elaborate
special syllabi, manuals, summaries and other teaching accessories. In order
to achieve this, an editing office was set up in the ORT school, in accord-
ance with a decision of the ORT administration. This office is directed by
ORT Vice-President Arié and the school director Bagineer R. Goldstein,

This office selects the specialists for the compilation of the new
syllabi, etc. Its first task was the compilation of = pocket manual for
electro technics and metal work, which has already proved of sreat wvalue
in the school, In accordance with decisions reached during Dr. Syngalowski!s
visit to Sofia and in close collaboration with the Geneva Central Office
of the ORT Union, this office is now editing an illustrated technical
dictionary in 6 lan/uages. This dictionary will list the most important
technical terminological terms which a pupil is likely to see during his
) years of epprenticeship. The languages in question are Ivrit, German,
Sulgarian, Russian; French and English, thet is to say languages which are
either taught at school or are necessary for emigrants to Israel. Part of
the dictionary is already couplete and hes been used with azreat success.
The office employs two of the best ORT graduates, Ir. Anri Benbassad and
IZiss lMary 3aruch, who are doing a splendid Job conpiling the dictionaries,

3 “reparation of Seuples for the New York ORT Exhibition |

Y W ik
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The Geneva Central Office requested us to show-proddbts of our in- |
stitutions at the New York ORT Exhibition. '

During the period under report, preparatory work for this exhibition
constituted an important part of our activities, as we were eager to show
all ORT friends what is taught and done in the ORT institutions of Bulgaria.

Amongst the samples executed by our various sections were the follow—
Ing ¢ fodels of charts by virtue of which the pupil himself can control his

iDTOgress. (The pupll checks his knowledge with the help of a chart showing

‘tools on one side, the names of these tools on the otier side. Beside each
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name there is an electric plug in which the pupil inserts a wire, at the
same time touching the tool to be named with a rod. If the correct name

has been given, a bulb is lighted and a bell is rung), Such charts are in
use in almost all Sofia workshops, and serve to encourage the pupil to look
for the right answer, and in most cases pupils refuse to leave the chart
until they know all the answers. Other exhibits are charts showing the
manufacture of models for exercise, as well as models of the fiw»st machine
tools to be invented, such as the first wooden lathe as designed by Leonardo
da Vinei in the sixteenth century. These models show the technical develop=
ment and the origin of our modern tools.

Another series of exhibits demonstrate the productive work of the
Sofia ORT pupils, Particularly interesting are the killimg manufactured in
the workshops of the Bulgarian ORT, bearing either Jewish national designs
or pictures of ORT's work in the world ; there are also some Persian rugs
which constitute the normal produce of Bulgaria's carpet weaving industry,
Together with exhibits of other sections, the shipment for the New York
Exhibition weighs over 600 kgs.

During the period under report we have received additional shipments
from the VYomen's American ORT, containing among other things approximately
one ton of valuable clothing material which was distributed among the vari-
ous training workshops whose pupils made clothes for themselves and for
their destitute comrades.
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TRAINING UNITS AND PUPILS OF THE BULGAR I AN ORT
lo VII, 1948 - 31, X, 1948
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Number of Number of New admissi- Departures
TOWN training units Pupils ans after Gradua~ before Status Frequentation
|.7.48 31.X.48 [y 43 Vll. 48 tes graduatfon 31,X.48 1,7.48-31.X,48
SOF [A 24% ) 26 800 295 92 232 771 1,095
LovD v 5 5 211 63 o 21 253 274
TOTAL 29 3l .01 358 92 2583 l.024 l 369
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*) Erronsously given as 34 In last report.

FREQUENTATION OF PUPILS TRAINED BY THE B U LG AR I AN ORT FROM JULY TILL NOVEMBER 1948
Li ted according to Trades

METAL WORK (Machlna.shnp, locksmithing, technicians)e.esevesvsses 364
WO0D WORK sz siisusisnssissismsssissaniiniisrsisvesmnmiiishicriie 90
ELECTRICITY (Electrotechnics, RadiotechnicS)eseeseesseesvessovess 238
NEEDLE TRADES (Dressmaking)ecececsscoscrccecossccsscvesssssscesee 207 .
CRADBOARD AND BOOK=BINDINGoecoocncarossosnsscscnsessasssansssssns 189
(NOTSTRUAL A7 iRel it asssnusnnansmnnammonnsssansaiisevgsarsns 1D

W o i g A Wt Sl SRS D e 0 e T

TOTAL..l.369




