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AUSTRIA

Accordingto the reportof Mr. Branton,our work in Austriashowed
evenmore improvementand a great increasefor the thirdquarterof 1947.

ORT startedits work in AustriaafterDr.D. Lvovitchsignedan agree-
mentwith UNRRA on December15th,1946. The firstdirectorof ORT in Austria
"wasYrs. CylviaMargulies,formerdirectorof ORT in the U.S. Zone of Germany.
DigineerD. Stewardmoved fromMunich and becamedirectorof the U.S. Zone in
AUstria.The FrenchengineersKreiseland Chemelevskywere engagedas inspect-
orsof Salzburgand Linz districts,and Lt. H. Branton(U.S.Army),former
Austrian,became the deputy-directorof ORT in Austriain July.Mrs. Rae Har-
ris,formerpresidentof the women'sAmericanORT,volunteeredher services
forthe Viennadistriot.

As is known,in the very beginningour work was concentratedin cen-
tralschoolsbeforegoing to DP camps.To the schoolsin Salzburg,Linz and
coursesin Viennawe have in additionschoolsin Hof Gastein,totalling17
courses.In Augustwe employed50 instructors,26 administrativepersonnel,
andhad 374pupilsin Salzburgschoolsunder the followingclassifications:

MachineShop 21 Dressmaking 99
Automechanics 12 Corset-making 14
Electro-engineering 68 Millinery 11
Radiotechnics 28 Dentalmechanics 16
Carpentry 20 Locksmithing 13
Cutting(men) 34 Nursing 20




Cutting(women) 18




We expandedin the followingplaces:

VIENNA




SILLZBUROHOFCASTEIN HALLEIN LINZ BINDERkICHL EBELSBERG

(2)




(1) (1) (2) (1) (2) (1) (2) (1) (2) (1) (2) (1) (2)
- Jan. -









- Feb. - 100 14 - - - - - - - -




8 Mar. 38 110 14 - - - - - - - - -




14 Apr. 43 212 14 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _




i14 May 40 199 14 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
14, June 40 199 14 - - - - 131 15 — — — —

,14 July 40 174 14 _ _ _ — 140 12 _ _ _ _
14 Aug. 39 140 14 19 10 — — 99 12 — — — —
14 Sep. 100 198 14 19 10 52 4 156 12 20 2 43 13
54*Oct. 340 217 14 _ _ 91 3 183 12 27 2 205 13

Totalnumberof pupils:1082








= pupils
= instructors

* = professorsand teachersgivinghourlylessons.

The greatincreasein the ViennaORT schoolis due to new refugeesin..
filtratingfromRoumania.They are being takencareof in so-calledtransit
campsand are not supposedto stay in the city for any considerableamount
of time.This fact led us to make arrangementswith the campmanagement,the
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OentralCommitteeand the A.J.D.c.to ensurethat ORT studentsshouldstay as
longas it was necessaryfor theirgraduation.The campmanagementdid fre-
quentlynot understandthat it was of advantagefor the educationof the Jew-
ishpopulationat presentin Viennato use the brainsand facilitiesthis ci-
tyhas to offer,and at the startof the coursesthe fluctuationof the pupils
was considerable,due to the steadymovementof peopleand lack of feelingof
stability.In orderto establishbetter cooperation,the ViennaCentralOf-
ficearrangedfor a screeningprooedurefor ORT pupilsto eliminatethe unde-
sirableelementsso that only thosewho were reallywillingto learnshould
remainin our courses.

The Viennapupilshad to be given tram ticketsto get them to and from
thecoursesbecauseof the long distancesof the schoolsfrom the camps.

Due to the untiringeffortsof the ViennaORT Committee,especiallyof
itsActingPresident,Hofrat LandessohulinspektorFeiertag,we succeededin
establishing8 new coursesto the 5 alreadyrunning.A.staffof 54 professio-
nalinstruotorsemployedin the teohnicalhigh schoolsand collegesof the ci-
tyare in chargeof these courseswhich are administeredby the officeof the
ViennaORT schooladministration.The followingcoursesare now runningin
thesevocationalhigh-schoolbuildings,whichare equippedwith the best
trainingworkshopsto be found in CentralEurope:




Auto mechanics Course I 14 pupils.




11 II 32 u





14




Radiotechnics




I 11





II 16




Electro-engineering




I 42




Dentalmechanics




i 36




Dressmaking




i 38 /I





35




Lingerie U




34




ft




21





III 20




Cosmetics& Hairdressing




27




Total 340 pupils

An importanteventin the lifeof ORT in Austriawas the firstgradu-
ationof 94 pupilsof the Salzburgschool,at which celebrationwere present
representativesof the U.S.MilitaryGovernment,the AustrianMinistry,IRO,
theCentralCommittee,and all Jewishorganisations,who praisedvery highly
theORT work in Austriaand complimentedORT on havingachievedsuch progress
insuoha shorttime.Yr. DouglasSteward,who was chieflyresponsiblefor
Salzburgschool,was chairmanof the occasion,and Mr. BrantonandYrs. R.
Harris,directorof the Viennaarea,representedORT. Greetingsfrom Dr. D.
Lvovitchand Mrs. C. Margulies,firstdirector,were warmlyreceived.

Duringthe monthsof Augustand Septemberwe issuedthe firstdiplomas
o pupilswho finishedtheirtraining.Graduationexerciseswere held in:

SalzburgCentralSchool 94 pupils
Hof •asteinDP Hospital 19 nurses-aids
Linz CentralSchool 54 pupils
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The examinaticnsat the end of our courses proved the satisfactory siandard
of our work. Commendations from the examinationboards composed of members
of the Austrian Chamber of commerce and experts from State Vocational Train-
ing Schools cha/ncterized the teaching methods and final results of ORT
training as "excellent and of high pedagogical standard".

Due to the support of the central Supply Office in Munich, our trans-
portation facilities were very much improved. Five vehicles are operating in
Austria and take care of a steady flow of machinery and expendable supplies.

The month of October has brought us to a point where our expansion has
to be solidified. The morale in the sohools is high. Instructors and pupils
are aware of our increased ability for vocational education, and a movement
spreads in the DI)and refugee camps to enroll for training in our schools.
The number of applicants is greater than our aurrent possibility of absorp-
tion.

In Vie,.naalone there were 556 new applicants, of whom during the
month of October only 340 coialdbe taken care of. A similar picture exists
also in the U.S. Zone of :..ustria.

Before thinking of further expansion we shall have to ccordinate faoi-
lities, supplies, transportation and teaching staff with the number of pupils
that we can accomodate. Otherwise there will be a danger that the quality of -
our work declines in favour of quantities only poorly trained. However, we
do not intend to abandon the idea of further expansion. Even at present we
are trying to establish two new schools in the French Zone of Austria, on,-
in Bregenz and one in Innsbruck. The first sets of equipment for the Frenc.n.
Zone will be put at our disposal shortly. The President of the Comité Isra6-
lite in Bregenz, Mr. Grossbord, visited the central Office in Vienna and in-
quired about tii.progress of the preparations for establishing tourses in
Bregenz. He was given a full account.

In the same proportion as the American Zone in Germany, Austria re-
ceived machines and instruments particularly from Switzerland, and improved
transport considerably. Since transport is one of the most important factors
of work, the Vienna ORT was supplied with one "Renault", the Salzburg school
with one "Austin" and one "Citroen", and we expect in the near future to have
a G.M.C. truck and another passenger car for the Linz area.

In October, 1.082 pupils were registered. If one adds 167 graduates,
there have been a total of 1.249 trainees up to the month of October. We can
therefore reasonably expect that by the end of 1947we should have together
with the French Zone over 2.000 trainees in ORT schools in Austria.


