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w; This class had just recently,set up in
o room at the end of a well constructed building thet had
formerly been used as the stable of a German cavalry
regiment., Good equipment and material had been provided
and there seemed to be & good possibility of using it very
profitably. However, there were only five students in the
class and the instruction was lifeless.

Auto-mechanics. This is a good shop, in a duilding
formerly used for the seme purpose, with traveling eranes and
other conveniences, The equipment is good - two lathes,
two shsping machines, milling machine, grinder, hacksaw,
drill press. The boys work in the ghop during the morning

and learn to drive in the afternocon. The 15 students will
finiesh their course in two weeks, and then be transferred

%o another shop.

8 avei. Wouipped with seven vises, a drill press.
In snother room iz a forge and also equipment for electrie
and oxy-acetvlene welding.

In anothor room thnra was en exhibition of completed
work, It was plentiful end vnrioa. but eertainly not well
displaved,

Damengchneiderei. The usuasl program. The instructor
came rron the school in Poekm. The students were using
n«apmu for pattsrns.

This school was taken over by ORT only a month ago, :
gsome of the mctivities hnvilg been conducted by e camp co—utu.

ode



.he transition has been attended with mamy difficulties.
The present director has been inherited from the former
menagement and is not the right man, He is only there
because he represents a party. The doys do not like him
because he antagonizes them., There are also difficultiss
with the assistent director, so it is the inspector's
intention to drop both of them,

Iu gmral. thc school is poorly kept. It needs a
general mim cleaning. At the end of a session
thers was » woman sweeping up the auto shop. *jood train-
ing would indicate that the boys should have taken care Kot
this themeelveg, During our visit the boys spoke to us
about their degire to .drivo ecars _vitheut_beiu accompanied
by an instructor, both within and outside the camp., Mr. Solun
and I impressed upon them the danger of any such practice.
or ommn, Ariving outside the camp at any time would require
a 1100:)’0. The young men have organized a student council
and thus have ineurred the dislike of the cemp committee.

Tt 1s difficult for an outsider to jJudge the merite of the
controversy, but there ars indications that theymerite—of

the contyovargy are on the sgide of the voung men,

Mise quyor, director, a 81»‘0 who spnkl Tnglish
1ike an "nelish womsn, but with a slight Vwwese that makes
her speech almost seunding Irish. She also speaks good
Gorman. She is dynamie, efficient and, says Mr. Solum, very
intelligent and a strong disciplinarian. She has good
counselors and an excellent Polish aook. whom everybody

ealls "mamma." >



There are 250 campergs at one time, bdoth boys and girls,
ranging from 8 to 18 years of age, four groups during the
summey, esach attending twoe weeks. Wostly Balts with some
U¢Kninm. The nationalitiss are mixed up in the tents,
sight in each tent, All speak Russian or German. The
program is the usual American summer camp program, including
interest groups, rports, some voluntary activities, The place
is exceedingly well kept. It is located on the Fulda River.
Tarly in the summer there was quite near a lake here, but
the water is receding becsmuse 1t is being withdrawn by the
suthorities for traffic on the river. The children are a

fine looking, healthy group. Apparently the c?p is success~
ful soeially as well as for health purposes. All activities
are outdoors, even the kitchen is in a partly open building.
The youngsters live in Army tents.

The visits te the cemps in the Kassel area emphasize
the problems noted in my interim report. Th: position of
the inspector, and, of course, of the camp directors, is
made sspecinlly difficult by the varying attitudes of the
camp ecommittess, internal struﬁ along party lines seems
to take up a great deal of time and energy of the committee,
and the »ottoe‘t upon the school is usually bdbad. There is great
desire to dictate the personnel for the school in terms of
favored individusls rather than in terms of effective teach-
ing. Somehow or other the camp committees are not as interest-
od in the young people as they ave in themselves, This ig
excesdingly unfortunste becsuse it provides another deterrent



t0 the maintenance and raising of morale,

mven when committee influences do not operate, it is
gtill difficult to get good aseistents and teachers. When
such teacherg cannot be found among the DP':.~th¢y are
sought among the Germsne, but even when good German teachers
exigst, the prodlem of tramnsportation from their homes often

makes them altogether unavailable, Again, the DP's are
suspicious of the Americans who have come in to help them,
:nd it takee a great deal of diplomaecy to ease the situgtiqa.
The IP's need 211 the outeide technical help they can get,
and should welcome it., Nevertheless, the fact that the
suspicion doss exist is one that must be facedjquarely and

sy-iathotically,



